Safety Briefing/Hazard Assessment

	Date:
	
	Time:
	

	File #:
	
	Location:
	

	Search Manager:
	

	Safety Officer:
	


	
The safety of searchers is #1.  If you encounter a serious emergency that requires immediate assistance, call 9-1-1 first, then notify the Command Post.
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	Hazards
	Yes
	No
	Hazards
	Yes
	No

	Weather
	
	
	Societal
	
	

	Temperature
	☐	☐	Traffic/Transportation
	☐	☐
	Wind
	☐	☐	Sharp objects
	☐	☐
	Precipitation
	☐	☐	Chemicals
	☐	☐
	Lightning
	☐	☐	Public
	☐	☐
	Ice
	☐	☐	Subject
	☐	☐
	Environment
	
	
	Personal
	
	

	Slip/Fall/Uneven footing
	☐	☐	Fatigue
	☐	☐
	Water/Land interface
	☐	☐	Hunger
	☐	☐
	Animals
	☐	☐	Thirst
	☐	☐
	Thick bush
	☐	☐	Clothing/Equipment
	☐	☐
	Unstable ground
	☐	☐	Attentiveness
	☐	☐
	Confined spaces
	☐	☐	Critical Incident Stress
	☐	☐
	Top 3 Task-Specific Concerns
	Controls

	
	

	
	

	
	



Does anyone have any other concerns?  Are there any other hazards that I missed?
	



This briefing is not exhaustive – use your judgment as you proceed.  Professionalism at all times.
If you encounter a situation that you deem to be unsafe, or if you feel uncomfortable doing any task assigned to you:
· Stop
· Inform your Team Leader
· Inform the Command Post

[bookmark: _GoBack]** If a real incident occurs during a training day/scenario (e.g. team member gets hurt), the code words to Command and others are “No Duff, No Duff, No Duff.”
Possible Hazards (check all that apply):

	Weather
Cold Temperature
· temperature
· wind chill
· hypothermia
· frostbite
· clothing layers
· dehydration
· whiteout
· ice
Hot Temperature
· temperature
· humidity
· dehydration
· heat exhaustion/heat stroke
Other Weather Hazards
· sunburn (UV Index)
· lightning
· fog
· wind – flying objects
· rain

	Societal
Traffic
· high speeds/high volume
· poor visibility
Transportation
· driver drives (not search, navigate, comms, etc.)
· specialty vehicles – additional safety equipment (helmets, steel toes, etc.)
· specialty vehicles – additional training
· appropriate vehicle (fuel, winter tires, etc.)
· water over roadway
· ice roads
Subject
· combative
· despondent
Other
· needles 
· construction sites
· chemicals
· people (both subject and other people encountered)


	Environment
Terrain
· steep unstable slopes
· undercut ledges
· mud
· ice
· deep snow
· ice (sidewalks)
· swampy areas
· tree roots on trails
· slips/trips/falls
· thick brush (eye protection)
· gopher/badger holes
· unstable ground
· confined spaces
Land/water interface
· near-water (<5m)
· swift water
· thin ice
Visibility
· darkness (e.g. night or buildings)
· weather influenced (e.g. fog, whiteout, vehicle exhaust, etc.)
· clothing (reflective, light, etc.)
Animals
· wild and domestic
· insects
	Personal
Fatigue
· lack of sleep
· physical exertion
· stress
· inattentiveness
Clothing/Equipment
· weather-appropriate
· potential overnight
· potential to be lost
· special personal protective equipment
Hunger/Thirst
· sufficient for task
· weather-appropriate
Critical Incident Stress
· traumatic find
· no find
· multiple traumatic searches
· difficult situation
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